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Six Serra Couples bought a “Men in Black Dinner” where the priests  
cook the dinner.  This took place at MaryJane & T. Wayne Brewsters 
home on February 1st.  There were 6 couples and 7 LC (Legionaries of 
Christ) priests for a total of 19.  James Fagan took the picture.  

From left to right sitting are:  Father Darren, Ray Stawaicz, Fr. Kenneth, 
Mary Fagan, Fr. Nathaniel, Mike Marcon, Angie Marcon, Susan Sta-
waicz, Fr. Matthew, and Fr. Devlin.  The names in order from left to 
right standing are:  Ed Tyrrell, T. Wayne Brewster, Candice Tyrrell, Rob-
ert Mechler, Ann Mechler, Fr. Eamonn, Fr. Jorge, and Mary Jane Brew-
ster. 

 We had lovely wine and dined on a special main pasta, beautiful salad, 
tender brisket, broccoli, garlic bread, and beautiful desserts.  Main cooks 
were Fr. Jorge and Fr. Nathaniel. 



 Valentine Dinner Dance with Cardinal DiNardo and Father Pat 
Garrett held at the Westin Galleria. 
 





February 14, 2017 
7:00 a.m. Mass 
was celebrated for 
Candice’s birthday 
given by Lynn 
Lewis and break-
fast with Serran’s 
afterwards at 
McDonalds. 



Program Meeting on February 15th with Patty Schneier, from St. Louis held at 
St. Ignatius Loyola.  It was packed house and she was a fantastic speaker.  Pat-
ty’s son is being ordained a priest this year.   



Serra Convention in Phoenix Arizona February 16th, 17th, and 18th.   
Kurt Metyko, Margo Geddie, Bishop Thomas Olmsted, Candice and Ed 
Tyrrell 



Christ the Good Shepherds’s Annual Wine Tasting Event on February 18th, 
2017 with Seminarian Rick Arriola, Serra Chaplain Father James Burkart, and 
Seminarian Kingsley Nwoko.  Many Serran’s attended, and enjoyed.   

 
 



Sam Alzheimer, Auxiliary Bishop Eduardo Nevares of Phoenix, Candice & Ed 
Tyrrell.  

Serra Rally in Phoenix  February 18th  photo with  members of Serra Intl. Board, 
Serra USA  Board, Governor’s and Presidents of Serra. 



Benefit for St. Mary’s Seminary held  February  18th @ St. Ann’s.  Several of 
the seminarians sang and played instruments.   Ryan, Ray & Susan Stawaisz 
with Fr. T. J. Dolce.  Below: Rick Arriola, Ed & Candice Tyrrell and Fr. TJ.  



February 25th, 2017, The Serran’s hosted a lunch for the Altar Servers 
at Christ the Good Shepherd.  It was an all day session directed by Sem-
inarian Kingsley Nwoko. 



David Michael Moses Concert @ St. Martha’s in Kingwood on February 26th,  
with Ryan Stawaisz on the drums.  The youth that gathered was remarkable! 



 

Below is Lynn Lewis, Sister Anita Brenek and Ed Tyrrell at the David Michael 
Moses Concert at St. Martha’s in Kingwood on Sunday, February 26th 



Ryan Stawaisz playing the guitar  

Father Tommy Hopper from St. Ann’s in Tomball at the Seminary Fund Raiser 
with Seminarian Ryan Stawaisz 

David Michael taking a selfie with the 
youth at the concert. 



 

 Home Parish: St. Paul the Apostle, Hou-
ston, TX 

Seminary: St. Mary’s Seminary, Houston, 
TX 

Pastoral Year Parish: St. Martha Church, 
Kingwood, TX 

I was born in Corpus Christi and grew up in Nassau Bay, Texas. 
I am the fifth of six children. I was homeschooled up until the 
age of 14, when I began taking college classes. Four years lat-
er, I received my Bachelor’s Degree in the Humanities-Pre Law. 

My family has been attending St. Paul the Apostle for as long as 
I can remember. As an Altar Server, I had always considered the 
priesthood because of the intimacy which I experienced a priest 
as having with Christ in the Eucharist. I viewed a priest’s ability 
to change lives and save souls as being unlike any other occu-
pation. As I progressed through my teen years, it became diffi-
cult for me to imagine myself as anything other than a Catholic 
priest. 

One semester, I contacted my vocation director, Fr. Dat, and, 
soon after, began the application process to the seminary. After 
about a month, however, I suddenly and unexpectedly began to 
feel conflicted. Having been accepted to several law schools 
and, feeling uncertain about God’s plan for my life, I relayed my 
concerns to Fr. Dat and, together, we decided that I should wait 
on making a decision about seminary. 

The day I went in to see Fr. Dat about my uncertainty, I had  



asked God to give me a sign, a dove, if he wanted me to enter semi-
nary in the fall. About a month after I had talked with Fr. Dat, I was 
praying at an Adoration hour for Fr. Luke Millett, who was to be or-
dained the next day. I again asked God for a sign, a dove. 

It was just about 30 of us kneeling in the church of St. Paul the Apostle; just 
Jesus and us. I was feeling tired and confused. I was experiencing despera-
tion in a way I had never experienced it before, when I looked up and real-
ized that the stain glass window in our church, the main window right above 
the crucifix, is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, a dove, with its wings out-
stretched, looking right at me. True, it wasn’t a real dove. But I realized that, 
it was probably better that God didn’t send a real one anyways, cause I’m not 
even sure if I know what a real dove looks like. But, I knew that this image 
was a dove. I realized that at every service I have attended, at every Mass I 
have altar served, that dove, the Holy Spirit, my calling to discern the priest-
hood in seminary, was looking down on me the whole time. 

My favorite Bible verse is Psalm 46:10: “Be still and know that I Am God.” 
This verse helps to guide me in my discernment. It is supernaturally com-
forting to be reassured that, in the end, God is always in control. It was diffi-
cult for me, in my discernment, to remain at peace even when I wasn’t 
getting the immediate and direct answers I wanted. Sometimes it is difficult 
to simply take each moment as it comes and generously respond to the gen-
tle nudging of the Holy Spirit. However, peace comes in knowing that I can be 
still and let God be God. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Holy Trinity Seminary in Dallas and at 
St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston. I have never felt so close to God. I feel so 
joyful knowing that this is where God wants me to be right now. Some of His 
Will is still a mystery, because there are a lot of unanswered questions and 
open ends. But He is revealing things to me in accord with when I need to 
know them. I’m sure there are many difficult decisions ahead, but I am confi-
dent that there will be plenty of doves, too. 



Home Parish: St. Theresa, 
Sugarland, TX 

Seminary: St. Mary’s Semi-
nary, Houston, TX 

I am the youngest of three sons born to Brenda and Roger Hebert on July 26 
1990, in Nederland Texas.  Very early in life my family moved from Groves 
Texas, a neighboring city to Beaumont, to the farming costal countryside that 
lies in-between the Gulf Coast and the city of Beaumont.  In this environment, 
on the banks of Taylor’s Bayou, I grew up in a very loving home with my two 
older brothers, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, godparents, and the rest of my 
family.  My family is mainly of French-Acadian background, and due to us liv-
ing in close proximity to the Louisiana border; I grew up constantly surrounded 
by my very large Catholic family.  I attended the Hamshire-Fannett school sys-
tem from Kindergarten through my high school graduation.  Also, I achieved 
every rank offered in the Cub and Boy Scouts of America ending with the rank 
of Eagle with three palms in the fall of 2005, after which I served as a troop 
leader and guide.  I have a great love and passion for the arts, especially theatre 
and music. 
 
The first people that recognized my potential vocation to the priesthood were 
both my mother and the local parish priest.  All throughout my young childhood 
my mother would tell me at various times that she thought I would make a good 
priest.  Further, almost every Sunday after Holy Mass the pastor of my parish, 
Father Clement Iglesias, a missionary from Spain, would tell me that I was go-
ing to become a priest.  Throughout my childhood and teenage years I was al-
ways surrounded by priests whether serving as an altar server, or having various 
priests over to our house on a regular basis.  Therefore, I would say that the idea 
of becoming a priest was present in my mind from a young age, but I did not 
start seriously considering it until I was a freshman in high school.  Further, in 
recent years I have discovered that my mother actively prayed every night for  



the Lord to take one of her sons as a priest while my brothers and I were 
growing up.  Therefore, I attribute the gift and nurturing of my vocation to her 
and my father’s prayers.  Originally, when I began to think about the future in 
high school I wanted to pursue a career in either theatre or music, and desired 
to attended college in New York City.  However, over the years I slowly began 
to realize that what I truly wanted was to make an impact on the lives of oth-
ers, and that the Lord was calling me to do this as a priest.  Therefore, when it 
came time to begin the application process to college the natural choice for me 
was to enter the seminary.  After many years of discernment for the Diocese of 
Beaumont I felt that the Lord was calling me to serve His people in Houston, 
and I am excited to now be a seminarian for the Archdiocese. 
 

Verse: 

Ps.50:5- “Gather my saints together unto me: those that have made a covenant 

with me with sacrifice.” 

-I have a great devotion to the Book of Psalms, and I find that this verse in 
particular encapsulates what it means to be a priest of Jesus Christ.  The priest 
is called to guide and teach so as to gather the saints of God unto Him, and to 
offer the sacrificial covenant ratified in Christ’s blood to the Father. 



Let Us Continue to Pray For Our Priests, Seminarians 

and Clergy 
Serra Club of North Houston Board Mem-
bers 
President… Candice Tyrrell 
VP of Programs...Maria Vitucci 
VP of Membership…Phil Dugan 
VP of Vocations… Carol Cason 
VP of Comm...Lynn Lewis 
Treasurer…Pat Kocan 
Secretary...Yolanda Cadena 
Trustee….Patty Sukala-McCollum 
Trustee….Anne Shepherd Knapp 
Trustee….Terrie Mancini 
 
Chaplain...Father James Burkart 
 
Newsletter ...Lynn Lewis 

Dates To Remember 
 
March 30th….St. Edwards Meeting 
Lisa May  Archdiocese Dir of  Archives  
April 27th ….Fr. Jean Luc Zadroga 
Benedictine Monk  from  St. Vincent’s 
Monastery  in PA. 
May 25th …New Member  
Orientation 
June 25th ...Installation of New  
Officers at the Seminary 

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations 
 
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son supreme and eternal 
Priest for the glory of Your majesty and the salvation of mankind: grant 
that those whom He has chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries 
may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have received.  Amen 

Pope’s mission 
of  love inspires 

the nation. 

Just as the graveside service had ended, there was a tremendous burst of 
thunder accompanied by a distant lightning bolt and more rumbling 
thunder. The little old widower looked at the pastor and calmly said, 
"Well, she's there." 

Vocations crisis 
needs fervent 
prayer not despair 
or lax admissions 

Dates To Remember 
 
March 11th...Vocation Expo @ Seminary 
March 25th. Villa de Matel Convent 
The 75th Anniversary of the Serra Club of 
Houston with Cardinal DiNardo will be held 
April 21, 2017  
April 26th...Consecrated Ladies-Monica 
Trevino 
May 13th...Deaconate Ordination @ Co-
Cathedral 
May 27th., Serra Officer Installation Mass 
& Dinner 

https://www.google.com/search?q=holy+pictures&biw=1280&bih=908&tbm=isch&imgil=1AxuX66SFwYCxM%253A%253BDYx1i5NH8ugYqM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.catholictradition.org%25252FChrist%25252Fholy-wounds3.htm&source=iu&pf=m&fir=1AxuX66SFwYCxM%253A%252CDYx

